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Dr Devins: 

 

ñFamilies are often anxious é They see us as end-of-life care only. 

However, if we are involved from an earlier stage, we can then be 

seen as an extra resource in supporting the child and familyò. 

 

In the USA and Canada, paediatric palliative care is one of the first 

teams a family meets in hospital once a child has been diagnosed with 

a potentially life-threatening or life-limiting illness. The team are 

there in the background throughout the illness trajectory, regardless 

of the outcome.ò 

  

  

  



  

  

Parent of child with Cancer: 

 

ñWe were extremely lucky to have been connected with the Palliative Care 

Team just hours after our daughter's diagnosis.   However, this connection 

was only made after a close family friend who knew people in that team 

advocated for it.  [The hospital] did not offer this to us.   

 

My biggest concern is for families who receive a cancer diagnosis that is 

usually fatal , and they are not connected with palliative care until it is clear 

'there is nothing more to be done'.  The whole philosophy of this type of care 

needs to be made available to families just after diagnosis so that there is 

time to develop a full, trusting relationship with the caregivers.ò    



Essence of PPC 

ñThe intrinsic nature or indispensable quality of 

something, especially something abstract, which 

determines its characterò O.U.P definition 

 

 

Your 1 word? 
 

 

 



Essence of PPC 

1. Pain & symptom management  

2. Communication/decision-making  

3. Coordination care: Home, Hospital, Hospice 



Essence of PPC 

Relationships 

Communication 



Essence of PPC 

1. Pain & symptom management  
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The challenge of pain & symptom control. 
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The challenge of pain & symptom 

control. 



 

 

 

 

Nothing would have a greater impact on the 

quality of life of children with cancer than the 

dissemination & implementation of the 

current principles of palliative care, including 

pain relief and symptom control  

W.H.O. 1998 



Essence of PPC 

2. Communication/decision-making  



Isn t it better just to not talk  

about these thingsé(death)...? 

 

 


