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Why is neonatal palliative care different?

ÅNew member of the emerging family

ÅNew parents who are learning to be parents

ÅHigh levels of prognostic uncertainty

ÅOngoing technological developments

ÅEmerging specialty
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Advance Care Planning



Discharge
Parallel/Dual Planning

ÅPlan for home with support

ÅWhat does support at home mean for that family?

ÅIs there an opportunity to meet the team in the community 
before go home?

ÅIf there is a hospice service-introduce the team before the baby 
born if there is time



Care of the baby and family

ÅDeath certificate

ÅRegistering death

ÅOrgan donation

ÅPost Mortem

ÅBurial

ÅFuneral

ÅContinuing support & contact

Continuing 
Bereavement Care after death





Aim of the project

ÅTo reduce inefficiencies in delivering consistent high quality neonatal
palliative care and facilitate smooth care pathways for each baby and
their family

ÅTo provide practical support for staff working across disciplines and
develop robust working relationships across service boundaries to
facilitate integrated care

ÅTo develop an equitable service across London and empower families
to have choice regarding the care of their baby



Neonatal ODN
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Map of LONDON
*30 Neonatal Units 

*6 Hospice services

*3 Specialist Palliative Care Teams

*3 Palliative Care Nursing Teams 

Birthrate - 129,000

10% (12,900) require 

specialist neonatal care


